
THE PROJECTING THEME
ART AS SOCIAL BINDING

EMPLACEMENT

Baia Mare (in Hungarian Nagybánya, in German Neustatt) is the capital city of Maramures
County, representing an important urban center situated in the North-West of Romania, at 
the base of the Eastern Carpathian Mountains. According to the 2012 census, the town’s
population was established around 120.000 inhabitants (77,7% being Romanians, 10,3%
Hungarians, 2,5% Rroma and the rest 9% other nationalities).

The town was founded in 1329 and developed into an auriferous center in the 14th and 15th

centuries. In 1446 the town becomes property of the “Iancu de Hunedoara” family. In 1469 
under the reign of the Hungarian king MateiCorvin (Iancu de Hunedoara’s son), the town 
was fortified. 

The most important mining centers of the Maramures County are located in the vicinity of
Baia Mare, the main administrative and political center of the county. The region is not only 
known for its underground richness, but also for the surroundings that confer a special 
beauty to the place . Situated in the neighborhood of the Sasar river, in a depression, 
194m above sea level, the town of Baia Marei gives access to many mountain roads. 
Besides their mining importance, some surrounding places, such as Izvoare and Mogosa 
are recognized for their touristic potential in summer and winter as well. 

The cultural life in Baia Mare is focused around the Artist’s Colony artistic movement. This 
is a group of artists that was formed at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, from one of 
the roughly 40 well-known European colonies. This is one of the few places where the 
artistic life developed uninterruptedly for more than one century. Over 3000 artists from our 
country and from the Central and Eastern-Europe have worked here.

The studied plot is situated in "Piata Cetatii" (The Fortress Square), near 1 Mai Street, 
having a surface of 228 sqm. Placed in one of the main squares of the town, next to 
Stefan’s Tower - the only element of the ancient Saint Stefan Cathedral - built by Iancu de 
Hunedoara- that's still standing.

From the typological standpoint, the plot belongs to an area configured in the 15th century.
The buildings around have a basement, ground floor and first story. Most of them are
aligned with a continuous street front, limited by blind walls, except for the corner 
buildings. The maximum land usage rate (% sqm built area/ sqm land) in this area is 77% 
and the maximum land use coefficient (sqm built area/ field) is 2.1.

ARCHITECTURAL PROGRAMME

Taking into consideration the urban character of the chosen site and the presence of the
artistic movement, the design task requires multiple level apartment buildings that can be 
rented for artists (Artist-in-residence programs) that, apart from sustaining the basic 
living functions, also houses the studio of the artist. The studio is open to the public, as a 
permanent exhibition where anyone can get in contact with the artistic activity as naturally 
as possible. This exhibition-studio space might be a single space, shared by all the 



artists/residents or it might be attributed to each flat, depending on the proposed solution. 
The building must have four or five flats.

The vacant spaces of the lot can be arranged in such a way that they can be used as 
social spaces for all the building’s inhabitants. Small events or discussions necessary for 
the wellbeing of the artistic community could be organized there. The project has to 
consider that the used orientation, geometric patterning, materials and technologies, will 
have a lower impact on the environment in all phases of the construction, as well as 
achieve optimum indoor comfort conditions.

In the context in which the European Union has established itself as by the year 2020 the 
level of CO2 emissions and energy consumption would be reduced by 20% and total 
energy consumed to come at the rate of 20% of renewable sources, the proposed project 
will materialize by following the principles of sustainable development: minimum impact on 
the environment, using natural local materials, recyclable, natural lighting of all spaces, 
floodlights with systems that use LED or fluorescent, natural ventilation of interior spaces, 
storm water and waste management through a system that allows the collection, storing, 
filtering and reusing water as water service.

Sustainable development is closely linked to the idea of "smart structures" that follows the 
principles of modularity to be able to be flexible in the future, but also brings the efficient 
use of natural resources. Heating systems used for air-conditioning systems will be based 
on renewable resources, in order to improve the quality of the environment and the indoor 
climate, and for reducing the carbon footprint.

ACCESS, ANNEXE SPACES, PARKING

Taking into consideration the Urbanism Regulations regarding the square, the character of 
the required building and the proximity of the parking area on 1 Mai Street, car parks won’t
be available on the plot. Promoting a contemporary lifestyle, spaces for storing/parking 
bikes will be provided in the project (minimum two for each proposed flat).

The number of entrances on the plot remains to be chosen and justified by the candidates,
taking into consideration the manner in which the spaces of the proposed solution relate to 
the Tower Square on the short side and to the 1Mai Street on the other side. 

URBANISTIC REGULATIONS

The Local Urbanism Regulations related to the General Urban Plans (GUP or PUG),
include the plot in the central area of Baia - Mare, in an area subjected to regulations for
protection of historical monuments.

Within the proposed exercise, the occupying conditions of the plot (the retractions from the 
outer limits), the height level, the percentage of field occupation and the land use
coefficient, can be determined in relation with the characteristics of each proposal. Even 
so, there must be a thorough consideration for the relation with the context, rational land
occupancy, as well as a harmonious relation to the neighboring surroundings for a superior 
quality of the living space. 

Even though the urban regulations are not considered as evaluation criteria for the project, 
they are annexed at the end of the document, having an informative and guiding role. 



ELABORATION

The projects will be presented on two A1 size documents, vertically oriented. 

Required pieces
- situation plan, scale 1:500
- plans for all levels,  scale 1:100
- two sections (longitudinal+transversal), scale 1:100
- building façade oriented towards Town Square, containing the front of the building, 

including the neighboring building, left from the plot and the profile of the 1 Mai Street
- the façade oriented towards 1 Mai Street containing the front, including at least the first 

neighboring building on the right from the studied plot and the profile of the square
- renderings made from the public space (maximum two)
- an argumentative text in English (maximum 1000 characters without blanks)

Optional pieces: sketches, graphics, pictograms etc;

EVALUATION CRITERIA

- the quality of the neighboring relations, in both directions :
- the insertion of the building in a complex context, at the crossroads of different functions 

and urban scales. The proposal must have the capacity to establish natural relations with 
its neighbors and to mediate among them.

- the character of the internal spaces of the plot, that sustain neighboring relations among 
the inhabitants. The possibility of the common private spaces to support the best dwelling
even outside the flats

- the quality of the dwelling and the other spaces: the functionality, the flexibility, the efficient 
use of the surfaces, the spatial attractiveness, the typological variety;

- the optimal orientation, the geometrical configuration, the materials and the technologies 
used having as a result a reduced impact on the environment, in all the phases of the 
building and also resulting in optimal interior comfort conditions.

- the quality and quantity of natural light from the interior spaces for optimum lighting 
required to creative activities.

- the architectural presence of the building in the built environment, the contribution to the 
urban image, the spatial impact and the perception of the public space.

- the quality of the visual impact of the project, the legibility of the idea and the spatial 
layout, the accurate rendering of the desired atmosphere, etc.

- the implementation of modern ecological technologies in terms of solar control, cooling 
and ventilation of interior spaces, water management, production and use of renewable 
energy, reduction of harmful effect from overheating the building coverage areas, express, 
through form and function, contemporary trends in architecture.


