
C|A|S|A 2016 @ Sighișoara

Competition brief

Argument:

The abrupt shift from living in collective dwellings constructed during the 1980s to single family houses from later 
on in the 1990s/2000s has generated the new peripheries of the Romanian urban centers. "Placed outside the 
sphere of coherent urban development, these areas are affected by a different kind of coherence induced by 

parallel endeavors, indifferent to each other, of individuals subscribed to the same ideals and the same operational 
spatial practices." (Superbia, 2010)

Premise:

Having lived in both apartment buildings and single family houses that have contributed to the formation of the 
new Romanian suburbs, and following the success in their careers, seven couples and middle aged persons1 

decide to give 'something' back their hometown: Sighișoara.
This 'something' is conducted on two levels: [1] the socio-economic one, through the development of their own 

businesses in town and [2] the architectural one.

Brief:

Wishing to go beyond the two housing experiments mentioned above, the group members decide to return to their 
hometown and found a community.
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1 One can have three typologies: families, single parents and blended families (with variations in the members’ number from one week to 
another). The share of each of the three typologies will be determined by the housing scenario developed by each student team.



The chosen site is located on 6th George Coşbuc St., on a plot occupied by a building to be demolished, and 
reflects the ambitions of the group:

•
To create a community;

•
To place this community in the heart of the city of Sighișoara, on a site that offers a unique view on the citadel;

•
To create a contemporary architecture that dialogues with the medieval part of the town;

•
To build a housing ensemble able to respond, through its degree of flexibility, to more than a single generation’s 

needs;
•

To integrate into this ensemble the relationship, indicated by the archeology of the site, between the top and 
bottom parts of George Coşbuc St.

Program:

Considering the urban character of the area and the difference in level, creative solutions for the location of the 7 
residential units are expected. The configuration of the dwellings will be adapted to the requirements and the way 

of life of families and middle-aged individuals that, as stated above, have already experienced the two different 
housing typologies.

The dwellings, therefore, are to be designed so as to bring together the advantages of the single-family house 
typology, the compactness of the apartment building and the desire to create a small community with convergent 

concerns and interests. The scenarios of each team of students will investigate the advantages offered by co-
housing. The maximum height will be adapted to the existing urban context. Due to the considerable difference in 

level present on the plot, partial overlaps of housing units are possible.
Particular attention will be given to the sustainability of the project. In addition to the principles of sustainable 

development (such as, but not limited to, minimal impact on the environment, using local natural and recyclable 
materials, natural lighting and ventilation of all spaces) the teams are to investigate issues such as structural 
intelligence and the high degree of flexibility it can offer under the auspices of an ever-changing way of living.

The open spaces on the plot will be designed for common use of the inhabitants, while all accesses on the site will 
be controlled.

Public space:

The character of the architectural proposal will be projected onto the pedestrian link between the top and bottom 
parts of George Coşbuc St., on the one hand, and the relationship with the adjacent public space on the bottom 

part of George Coşbuc St., on the other.

Special attention should be given to pedestrians in the elaboration of the project.

C|A|S|A 2016                                                                                                                                                                            Pag. 2 din 3



Accese, spaţii anexe şi parcări:

A minimum of seven parking places on the plot is expected from each project. Bicycle storages for each residential 
unit and space for waste management shall be foreseen as well.

Format:

The project will be tackled in teams of two students. The projects will be presented on two posters vertically 
oriented, according to the layout available on the official website of the contest. 

Deliverables (mandatory):

•
Site plan - Scale 1:1000; 

•
Plan of the ground floor, indicating the common areas and their use - Scale 1:200;

•
Cross-section (parallel to the line of greatest slope of the plot), including neighbors, vegetation etc. - Scale 1:200;

•
Main elevation (lower G. Coșbuc St.), including neighbors - Scale 1:200;

•
Plans of all levels of a residential unit and its surroundings, including the proposed furnishing for the various 

places/rooms and the way the adjacent space will be used - Scale 1:100;
•

Two elevations and two sections of a residential unit - Scale 1:100;
•

An overview image rendering the atmosphere, the way in which the housing units are combined together and the 
community life;

•
Argumentative text in English (max. 1000 characters, spaces not included);

Deliverables (optional):

Deliverables considered by the students necessary for a complete and suggestive communication of the proposal 
(photographic studies of physical models, sketches, collages, diagrams etc.);
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